How is Tao (I-Kuan
Tao) different from
religions?
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®Ts Tao a religion?

®Tao = (traditional) Taoism?... just like other religions

~

that encourage people to do good deeds?
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® Are we followers of a religion called "I-Kuan

Tao"?

® Are we worshiping a Buddha named Ji-Gong?

Y
®
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® The aim of this lesson is not to compare which one is
superior over others; it is, however, to recognise the
difference between Tao (I-Kuan Tao) and worshiping Buddha

® Are we here to worship Buddha, to believe in Buddha, or to
become a Buddha?

o«
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® A virtuous person who has accomplished numerous good
deeds still cannot transcend the cycles of birth and
death without receiving Tao from Ming Shi (Holy
Teacher).

’.
®
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®One may have read the Diamond Sutra numerous times:;
studied the Great Compassion Mantra thoroughly; but
without receiving Tao from Ming Shi; one is trapped in
endless cycle of reincarnation.

o«

Monday, 22 August 2011



ZFH 0 ERETHAH :F-E@ B H [

AR ERNRE « 510 - ERUSER - BB
%5@5{{ (O FR I A K

® The five religions (Confucianism,Taoism, Buddhism,
Christianity, Islam ) go back about two thousands years. The
geographic location, the history, and the culture shaped each
in their own uniqueness.
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®Buddha Sakyamuni > India

* At that time, the society was full of social
inequality and discrimination

~

* Buddha Sakyamuni

®advocated mercy, and

®, ®promoted that l living being has Buddh.a’
° ®
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®Confucius > China

* People resorted to unscrupulous means to satisfy their desires
* Confucius

® Reconstructed the sense of morality

® Advocated "etiquette”

® Promoted the need to restore the value of various social interactions
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®Jesus Christ > Middle East
* Imperialism

* Jesus advocated “fraternity” (unconditional love

towards all people) "
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® Muhammad > Arabia
* Advocated "equality”

* Prohibition of alcohol consumptions and over-indulgences in

sensual pleasures s°

* Adherence to Sharia (Islamic law) ‘
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® Tao propagation in the White Era -> To understand that
five religions share one source. To understand the teaching
behind the written words and religious practice ->
Cultivating oneself sincerely and continuously, one can
return to the spiritual home.
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®Different origins

* Tao: originates from Nature
* Religion: originates from Tao
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® Different sovereignty

* Tao: Sovereignty belongs to God

* Religion: Sovereignty held by people. The decision making .'.
person controls and influences the direction of that religi

Monday, 22 August 2011



—EBEN—REREAA—HZN R
ZNEi
8 JERETRRE 0 JEATRE o
X BEEAN 0 T auEF > #EELEIIAFEMEL
LB T1E -
®Different time frame

* Tao: propagation is limited to particular ‘rumg.
and individua

* Religion: available at all time, to all peop

o all places
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®Different method

* Tao: propagated from one person to the
next, in a discreet manner s

~
®

* Religion: is open to everyone and is very
public.
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®Different purpose
* Tao: to transcend the cycle of birth and death

* Religion: to pave the road for future opportunity to
transcend the cycle of birth and death.
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®Different practice

* Tao: once one received Tao, one can continue cultivating to
perfection in heaven after passing away

* Religion: one may cultivate to perfection through many .®
reincarnations. However, without Ming Shi, one cannot
receive Tao, hence cannot attain enlightenment
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® "if one only accumulate good kama and not wisdom, he may commit sins while
living in prosperity; if one only cultivate wisdom and not good kama, it is
unwise”

~ Bodhisattva Yue-Hui
* Tao: through cultivation, we gain prosperity and wisdom

* Religion: accumulating good kama through good deeds. .. |

«

Monday, 22 August 2011



—BEMRRERN XTI

RRE  GAETAME  AEEHREaA - BARE AT
SIEREAN - MEERAME - AIEEATHA -

® The Cause and Effect Sutra:

® Effect: Why do you have clothing in great variety and plentiful food in this
life?

® Cause: Because you donated clothing and food to the poor in your previous
life.

® Effect : Why are you starving and have no sufficient clothes in this life? ..’

® Cause : Because you were mean spirited and provided no charity in your
previous life.

® Effect: Why are you intelligent and wise in this life?

‘.Cause: Because you were a devout Buddhist with vegetarian diet 'o
.. previous life. o0
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® Different accomplishment

* Tao: transcend the cycle of birth and death. When one
attain enlightenment, one's ancestors and successors are
also benefited .

* Religion: accumulation of good kama for present and future®
lives
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® The relationship between Tao and
Religion is like roots and branches of a
tree. Together they form a complete
tree. One cannot be without the other. "
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®Taoist
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The relationship between Tao and
Religions

EER (2
EEEALR (H0)
BEA ()

N—r

ne road; Religion is the road sign.

ne dish; Religion is the seasoning M

ne spiritual form; Religion is the physical for
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®Tao is the origin of the universe
®Religions is the knowledge

®Tao and religion do not conflict!
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®Buddha Maitreya's vow ‘
* Never eat flesh of any living creature
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®Confucianism ."

* After we received Tao, we need to cul’riva@
ourselves, applying Tao in our everyday l.
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* Simplified cultivation methods

* Allowing people to practise in a home
environment
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® The importance of Three Treasures

4
» ,..
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®The proof through ancestors .®

* Enabling the ancestors to transcend the .‘
cycles of birth and death.
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®Purpose of Tao
® Cultivate ourselves as well as guiding others

® Encourage people to adopt a vegetarian diet
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White Water Elder explains the difference between Tao and Religion:

People, we live at the end of the last Era, during the Tao Propagation period,
we are able to receive Tao through Holy Teacher’s guidance. We are God’s
children, Ji-Gong Buddha’s disciples. We can help God to propagate God’s
message, to save all living beings. It is such an honor. When you received
Tao, Spiritual Master explained that in the rule set temporarily by our
Teacher requiring Tao recipient to make some financial donation. This is tog @
demonstrate your sincerity. This is the one and only time. There is no othee
situation where you are required to make financial donation. This is diffe
from tithing or an annual donation to a church.
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From Patriarch and Matriarch, there are rules. In Tao Society, we do not
discuss politics. Tao Society is not an organised body of people. Tao
comes from Nature, it flows when it can, and stops when it can’t. It is
Natural, it is not controlled by any individual. Respect Holy Teachers,
appreciate Tao, follow the guidance on self cultivation, that’s all there is.
Matriarch once said, ever since the ancient time, through all patriarchs, it
had never been registered with the government. We cannot set such an
example. Registration and collecting membership fees are not the rule sg.

by our Patriarch. ‘
» ®
..
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This is Tao, the source of all religions. God is its core, it is not an organised
body of people, it is not found upon human interactions. Now it has been
established as an organisation. People who have joined become its
members. This is now a formed organisation, where its members await for
instructions. Please think about this: even since ancient times, have
cultivators who obtained buddhahood ever registered with a government?
Even though Tao can be propagated publicly at the moment, it is still >
through one person introducing another. The ones with the affinity will e
continue following Tao. The ones without such affinity will not. This is
natural. There is no restriction.
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Now Tao is known openly, becoming an organised body of people. Later on
people with greed and desire can also come to receive Tao. Alas, the good
and the bad are mixed! It is God’s intention for Tao to be propagated
publicly, so it can create a harmonious world. That’s the principle of Tao.
Becoming an organised body of people, with a religious title, is the starting
point of the comparison with other religions. That is not God’s intention.
That is against Tao’s purpose. People, consider carefully! The most
important thing is to follow the principle of Tao, and to fulfill one’s vow! ¢
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